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From the Principal ...
Welcome to the fifth newsletter for the year and congratulations to Zachary 
Pope for his marvellous effort in winning the Semi-Final round of the Rostrum 
Voice of Youth Competition. Zach will be joining other competitors on 
Saturday, 26th June, at Parliament House to compete in the final for SA/NT. 
We wish him all the best.

Thank you to all the parents who joined us last week as part of our Information 
sessions relating to both Year 7  and Year 8 transitions to High School in 2022. 
Both nights were well attended with ample information given out. If you 
were unable to attend either night, we will be conducting further Information 
Sessions, together with Principal Open Day Tours, before the end of this term.

Congratulations to our Year 8 & 9 Boys’ Football team and our Open Girls’ 
Football team for proceeding into the second round of their Statewide Schools 
Competitions. Both teams will be playing in Adelaide and we wish them all the 
very best.

I am pleased to inform all parents and caregivers of students in Year 9 that 
Naracoorte High School’s online NAPLAN testing was again conducted 
without disruption. Thank you to Renae Badman, Sarah Edwards, Sophie 
Demarco, Amanda Thompson, Amanda Mangelsen, Gemma Borg, Kinta 
Wilson, Graeme Watkins, Lisa Riley, John Flint and our marvellous IT team of 
Jesse Briggs and Chris Billing for their outstanding work, ensuring all Year 9’s 
were able to conduct the test without disruptions.  Well done also to all of our 
students who sat NAPLAN this year as their behaviour and dedication to the 
task was impeccable.

NAPLAN testing began on the week starting Monday 11th May, with the 
following week being used for any students who missed a test to catch up. All 
students in Year 9 took part in the National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy, or NAPLAN, as it is commonly known. Skills tested include:  
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation and numeracy.
These tests will provide a snapshot of each child’s progress in the areas of 
Literacy and Numeracy, at that time, under very specific testing conditions. 

NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that are developed over 
time, through the school curriculum. NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, 
but rather shows how students are progressing in numeracy and literacy skills 
against National standards for all Australian children. 
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The results will be used in conjunction with the rest of the information that teachers have gathered about each 
child’s progress to inform their teaching. Parents will receive NAPLAN results in Term 3.

Thank you to Brett Rumball who came in to Naracoorte High School to share his diverse experiences with our 
Positive Behaviour for Learning classes around employment and volunteering. He encouraged our students to step 
out of their comfort zones and reap the benefits of giving back to our community.

Congratulations to all our budding thespians for their wonderful interpretation of Euripides “Medea”. It was 
absolutely fantastic and many people I have spoken to thoroughly enjoyed the production. Well done, I can’t wait to 
see what you will have on offer in Semester 2.

Regards,
John Harris, Principal

Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021 is 
‘More Than a Word’. Reconciliation takes 
action, urges the reconciliation movement 
towards braver and more impactful action.  
It is a celebration held annually from the 
27th May until the 3rd June.  Staff and 
students were encouraged to acknowledge 
this week through in class learning, 
Acknowledgment of Country, flag raising and 
viewing the display in the library.  Another 
activity was reconciliation ribbons, where 
staff and students were asked to write a 
definition of what reconciliation means to 
them.  
We all have a role to play when it comes 
to reconciliation, and in playing our part 
we collectively build relationships and 
communities that value Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people’s, histories, 
cultures and futures.

Carolynn Crouch
Aboriginal Education Officer

RECONCILIATION WEEKRECONCILIATION WEEK
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Over the Edge produced an adaption of the Greek tragedy “Medea” 
in Week 3 to a community audience. Through their production, they 
wanted to explore the complexity of human emotions, to highlight 
dysfunctional behaviours. Through their experimentation and 
inclusion of elements of Antonin Artaud’s Theatre of Cruelty, they 
successfully made the audience feel unsafe and uncomfortable 
by entering their space, breaking dramatic conventions. The play 
was an insight into Medea’s darkest moments, creating a sense 
of surrealism through eerie music, lighting effects, the use of 
slow motion and symbolism. The senior performance displayed a 
sophisticated level of acting, built tension, creating a sense of fear 
as boundaries were torn down and created an atmosphere of a 
nightmare, whilst attacking the audience’s senses but leaving them 
desiring more. I couldn’t be prouder. 

Mieka Owens Phillips
Drama Teacher

DRAMA NEWS
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In Week 3 of  Term 2, Naracoorte High School 
Year 8 students visited the Naracoorte Caves 
National Park. Students spent three days camping 
in the park. 
During the day, students participated in a range 
of  exciting activities, from adventure caving to 
an initiative ropes course. There were a lot of  
nerves before the adventure caving sessions, but 
students pushed themselves out of  their comfort 
zones and crawled through Blackberry Cave and 
mastered the challenges in Stick Tomato Cave. It 
was fantastic to see how proud the Year 8s were 
of  their accomplishments. 
Students also participated in Park Assist sessions, 
helping the rangers maintain the park grounds. 
This included everything from cleaning up around 
the Wonambi Fossil Centre, to clearing weeds to 
protect the native plants and animals. The park 
staff  were very welcoming and supportive of  all 
the students, answering all our questions and encouraging everyone to get involved in the 
activities. 
Around the campsite, students worked together to 
build and maintain a campfire, and prepare and cook 
their own meals. 

YEAR 8 CAMP
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There was never a shortage of  helpers and it was great to see so many students working 
together and getting to know people they might not have spoken to very much whilst at 
school. 
Students went home exhausted (and probably looking forward to sleeping in their own beds), 
but full of  excitement about their achievements and looking forward to Year 9 camp next 
year. 

Sophie Demarco
Teacher



6

On Tuesday May 18th, the Naracoorte High School 8/9 Footballers took 
on Bordertown High School and Millicent High School in Round 1 of the 
State-wide School Competition at Naracoorte Football Club. The team 
was managed and coached by Mr Moos and Mr Hicks. 
First up the boys were against Bordertown. Bordertown made 
Naracoorte work hard for everything they got throughout. However, 
Naracoorte slowly got their game going and scored well each quarter 
resulting in Naracoorte coming away, winning by 75 points (77-2).
Bordertown played Millicent next. Since Bordertown already played a 
game they started off just holding on and as they found their legs they 
made a bit of a comeback. However, Millicent held on to win.
Naracoorte came back on to play Millicent for the last game of the day 
to decide who would go through to the next round. Naracoorte hit the 
ground running, showing great skill and teamwork. The boys simply ran 
away with the game winning by 100 points (107-7) and may have even 
beaten the Open Boys’ team with their performance. 
Our best players for the day were Blake East, Matthew Maney, Lachlan 
McKenzie, Charlie Brodie, George Malone, Sid Shepherd and Lucas 
Leehane. 

Daniel Moos
Teacher 

YEAR 8/9 BOYS FOOTBALL YEAR 8/9 BOYS FOOTBALL 
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On the 10th of 
May, the Open 
Girls’ Football team 
travelled to Penola 
to take on Millicent. 
The team comprised 
of Naracoorte High 
and Penola High 
players. In the first 
quarter, the match 
was quite competitive 
with both sides 
scoring. However, 
after the first break, 
Naracoorte/Penola took control of the play, dominating in the centre. In the 
following three quarters, the team kicked goal after goal, and the backline 
players barely got a touch. The final score was Naracoorte/Penola 10-9-69 def. 
Millicent 2-0-12. The team played an outstanding game and stood strong in the 
blustery wet conditions. The team were due to play Mt Gambier High, who 
have since forfeited, therefore now go on to the regional match.
NHS players: Mykaela Walker, Haylee Broadbent, Jemma Kavanagh, Soupanee 
Phin, Chyanne Crawford, Kayla Maniapoto Rickus, Elizabeth Assen, Zoe Brown, 

Neysha 
Dermody-
Hart, Emily 
Fretwell, 
Chloe Burke, 
Ella Jones, 
Grace Collins 
and Ellise 
Berkin.

Claire Ellis
Teacher

OPEN GIRLS FOOTBALL
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On Wednesday, 5th May, we had four students from our 
school travel to Mount Gambier to participate in the South 
East Heats of the 2021 Rostrum Voice of Youth Public 
Speaking Competition. The competition was held at Grant 
High School. Other schools that competed this year were 
St Martin’s Lutheran College, Grant High School and 
Mount Gambier High School. The schools in the South East 
appreciate the ongoing support and sponsorship of the Mount 
Gambier Bendigo Bank for the South East Heat, as without 
this support the students from the South East would need to 
travel to Adelaide for the Heats.  

The competition sees the students present a prepared speech 
(from a choice of five topics) of six minutes for juniors and 
eight minutes for seniors and a short notice speech, where 
students are given 15 minutes to prepare a three minute speech 
(from a choice of three topics).

In the junior heat, Year 9 student Sienna Chamberlain 
competed against five other students. Sienna chose the topic 
“A Story that Matters” for her prepared speech and then 
selected “Favourite Social Media Platform” for her short 
notice speech. Sienna spoke persuasively with passion and 
flair, engaging her audience and spelling out the importance of 
her topic. 

In the first senior heat, Year 10 student Zachary Pope and Year 11 student Charlie Wakefield competed against 
three other students. Zach selected “Caught in the Crossfire” for his prepared speech and “Seeds of Doubt” 
for the short notice speech. He made a great connection with his audience through body language, particularly 

hand gestures. Zach’s tone of voice 
persuaded the audience of the 
importance of his message. Charlie 
chose the topic “A Message to 
Critics” for her prepared speech 
and “A Lasting Impression” for her 
short notice speech. Her enthusiastic 
approach caught the audience’s 
attention, as did her use of voice, eye 
contact and vocabulary. 
 
In the second senior heat, Year 10 
student Cameron Coutts competed 
against three other students, choosing 
“A Message to Critics” for his 
prepared speech and “Seeds of 
Doubt” for his short notice speech. 
Cam spoke with passion and engaged 
his audience through his use of 
rhetorical questioning, important facts 
and metaphors.    

Rostrum Public Speaking
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I also wish to acknowledge Year 11 student, Trinity O’Farrell. Trinity 
was entered into the competition and had her speech prepared, but was 
unfortunately quite unwell on the day and was unable to compete. 

A huge congratulations to Zach who won his senior heat. Zach progressed 
to the semi-finals of the competition in Adelaide on Saturday, 22nd May. 

I personally would like to thank the students for giving public speaking 
a go. They have been a pleasure to work with and I look forward to their 
future development as public speakers. I would also like to thank Katelyn 
Baker, Sophie Demarco and Lisa Riley who assisted me with supporting/
transporting the students. Another thank you goes to the parents/family 
members who came to support the students on the night.  

It is nice to see the enthusiasm for public speaking back and alive at 
Naracoorte High School! Below are some comments from the students 
about the experience: 
Charlie: “It was a great experience! I loved meeting new, amazing people 
and their perspectives on the different topics. I can’t wait for next year!”
Cam: “It was a very positive experience! I really enjoyed competing 
against other schools and it was great hearing the different public 
speaking styles from the competitors, some doing informative speeches, 
others persuasive” 

ROSTRUM VOICE OF YOUTH – SEMI-FINALS 

On Saturday, 22nd May, Year 10 student Zach Pope competed in one of two senior semi-finals for the Rostrum 
Voice of Youth Public Speaking Competition, held at Immanuel College. 
In his semi, Zach was up against students from Mount Gambier High 
School, Loxton High School, St Peter’s Girls’ School and Seymour 
College. 
The format was the same as the South East Heat with an 8 minute 
prepared speech from a choice of five topics and a short notice speech 
of 3 minutes (with 15 minutes preparation time) from a choice of three 
topics. 
Zach’s prepared speech on “Caught in the Crossfire” highlighted the 
concerning states of some of Australia’s ecosystems, emphasising the 
devastation this may continue to cause in the future. Zach spoke with 
passion, using effective tools of tone, body language and eye contact. The 
short notice speech topics were “Education, For What?”, “My Personal 
Best” and “Can of Worms”. Zach chose “My Personal Best” and shared 
his experiences in writing a long story and that even when things aren’t 
finished it is still progress along the way and achieving a personal best.
The quality of the speakers in this semi was impressive with a range 
of topics and speaking styles. Zach proved ‘Pope-ular’ with the judges 
being chosen as one of the two students to progress to the SA/NT Zone 
Final, along with one of the students from Loxton High School. 
The SA/NT Zone Final will be held at Parliament House in Adelaide 

on Saturday, 26th June. We wish Zach all the best in his preparation for this event. This involves him writing and 
rehearsing a new 8 minute prepared speech.  
In all my years of coaching students for this competition, Zach is only the third student to have made it to the Zone 
Final, with the other two students being all the way back in 2006 and 2008! It is a strong competition and I am 
immensely proud of Zach (a Year 10 student in a Year 10/11/12 division) for making it to this level.

Bel Beggs 
Rostrum Co-ordinator
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Over the last couple of weeks our Year 10 Pathway students have 
been tackling the real-life industry problems through problem-
based learning to come up with solutions to present back to 
industry later in the year.
Some of the problems include: 

- Hospitality Industry Focus Local Cafes and Restaurants - 
Students have been given the opportunity to create a cafe/
restaurant of their choice. They need to complete their own 
pitch, trying to convince people that their restaurant is the next 
best and upcoming place to eat. They need to price and create a 
prototype of their restaurant and business model, creating a menu 
of food and drinks. They will create an advertisement for their 
restaurant, including a slogan and logo for their business. 

- One group is creating a strategy related to Conservation 
and Primary Industries. They are exploring ‘How we conserve 
threatened ecological communities or should we?’ The group’s 
aim is to convince community people as to why protecting/
conserving threatened species or ecological communities is 
important. They will create a strategic plan that they can follow 
and show to others to convince them that this problem could be 
solved.

- A couple of groups are investigating engineering based problems 
around ‘Creating a product that powers an everyday device using 
renewable or human energy.’ I look forward to sharing these ideas 
and developments in the future. 

- A couple of groups are investigating reusable packaging for 
sandwiches, crisps or chocolate, and have recently gone back to 
the drawing board as they realised reinventing Tupperware would 
not meet their brief. 

- One group are investigating Allied Health services and 
endeavouring to create a game to improve motor skills, 
coordination and fitness for those with a disability. 

- We have another group looking at creating a device to reduce 
costs incurred by time used in loading and unloading hay in a 
farming situation. 

A diverse range of industry related problems are being solved 
that we look forward to sharing with you all in Term 3 at our 
Pathways Expo. 

This week we start the first of four Hosted Industry Tours where 
students are visiting industries within our local region to find out 
all about career and job opportunities. They will then share this 
information with others in Year 10. We are also looking forward 
to our second Industry Immersion Day coming up in Week 10. 
Students will be undertaking First Aid Certificates, White Card 
Certificates, a Hospitality Immersion hands-on experience, and a 
Multi-Trades Immersion hands-on experience.  

Tammy Schinckel 
Assistant Principal Flexible Delivery, Pathways and Senior School 

YEAR 10 PATHWAYS PROGRAMYEAR 10 PATHWAYS PROGRAM
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On Monday the 24th May, 
our students had the 
fantastic opportunity to visit 
the Riddoch Art Gallery in 
Mount Gambier. All Senior 
Art students, from Years 10 
to 12, attended the trip and 
participated in three different 
workshops. The first workshop 
was a guided tour through 
the Art Gallery in which the 
students were immersed in 
the works from the FEM - 
aFFINITY Exhibition and of 
Other Homes and Gardens by 
Nicholas Follard which is currently being held at the Riddoch Gallery. The second 
workshop was working with one of the curators to produce their own ‘exquisite 
corpse’ drawing. This included the students working in pairs to secretly draw 
parts of a head, torso and legs to create a ‘creature’. This linked to the exhibition 
with one of the main works of art being named, ‘The exquisite corpse’. The final 
workshop was an interactive session with virtual reality headsets and the Brush 
program.
 

Kari Thomas
Art Teacher

ART EXCURSIONART EXCURSION
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Ryan took to the grid with 180 other cars to start  for our team in this historic race and 
gained the team’s fastest lap on the 3.4km circuit completing Lap 1 in 5:15 minutes.   

Ashley made a return to racing after missing the Mount Gambier race due to injury, and 
was the only rider to roll the car after being clipped by another car from behind.     

What an exciting weekend for Red 
Lightning and our Pedal Prix Team, 
who took part in the first Pedal Prix 
race at The Bend Motorsport Park on 
Sunday 23rd May. Our riders were 
Henry Collins, Ryan O’Shaughnessy, 
Caleb Garrod and Ashley Miles.        

Henry, the youngest member of our team, showed continual perseverance and stamina 
throughout the race. Caleb crossed the finish line after 6 hours, with Red Lightning in 144th 
position completing 45 laps (153km) of the 3.4km circuit.   

Thank you to Rob Sandercock of Naracoorte Primary School for overseeing the management 
of the High School team and to all the parents and other family members who attended and  

assisted on the day. We couldn’t do it without you all. Well done everyone.   
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After a year of cancelled races due to 
COVID-19 restrictions our Pedal Prix team 
returned to the track on Saturday, 27 March at 
the McNamara Park Circuit in Mount Gambier. 
Our riders for this race were Travis Rosmann, 
Caleb Garrod, Hayden Trussell, Henry Collins 
and Ryan O’Shaughnessy with Ashley Miles as 
team support (due to a broken wrist).  

Travis was first in the car, lining up on the grid with 77 other teams, to do the first lap of 
the 2.4km track. The car needed several repairs during the 8 hour race including a wheel 
change and gear maintenance.  

The fastest lap was completed by Ryan in 
lap 72 at 3.34 minutes. Hayden was in the 
seat for the chequered flag to finish the 
race in 66th position. Overall the team 
completed 80 laps, showing outstanding 
endurance, exceptional teamwork and 
continual enthusiasm in varying weather 
conditions. Well done everyone.   

Thank you to Stacey Wirper, Rob Sandercock and Naracoorte Primary School for their 
continual support of our team. Also to the parents for transporting the riders to the race 
and for their support throughout the day. Well done everyone.  
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The Library has hosted more events 
over the last couple of weeks. Year 8 
and Year 9 students attended a     
session on Cyber Safety presented by  
SAPOL during their PBL session and  

Don’t forget there is still plenty of time for 
students to complete this year’s 
Challenge. Students just need to read 12 
books by the 3rd September, 2021. 
Reading record sheets can be collected 
from their English  teacher, the Library or 
downloaded from the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge website www.prc.sa.edu.au .  

If students need assistance in finding a  
genre to suit them, they just need to visit 
the Library and speak to a Library staff 
member.   

Anita Miles, Library Manager 

The Library set up and ready for Parents 

last week two Parent Information 
Nights were held for parents of 2022 
Year 7’s and 8’s. This week, Parent 
Student Teacher Conferences are being 
held in the Library  from 4pm to 6pm, 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.   
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Recent Library Displays 
Reconciliation Week 

Library and Information 
Week 

Adventures in Time and Space 

New Arrivals 
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STEP IT UP
CHALLENGE

1 - 30 JUNE 2021

The Goal: To accumulate as many steps as possible this June
Form a team or challenge your friends!

 
 

              

NARACOORTE LUCINDALE

This is a joint project between the Naracoorte Lucindale Council and the South Australian Government under
the Wellbeing SA Statewide Wellbeing Strategy

To find out how to participate contact the Challenge Coordinator
at wellbeing@nlc.sa.gov.au or 8760 1100

Teams
First: $500 cash

Second: $300 cash
Third: $200 cash

Individuals
First: $150 voucher
Second: $100 voucher
Third: $50 voucher

PRIZES!
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